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W
hy do people m

igrate?

“W
ould you leave your hom

e if 
it w

ould save your life?”

“W
ould you leave if another 

country offered a better life for 
your fam

ily?”

“W
ould you leave your hom

e if 
you w

ere being persecuted?”

“W
ould you m

ove to another 
country if you couldn’t find 
w

ork?”

“W
ould you leave everything 

behind, all your friends, all your 
fam

ily, all your belongings, 
everything you played w

ith, 
everything that you grew

 up 
w

ith?”

(S
ajw

aa) “I left Iraq in 2006 w
ith m

y three 
children due to the escalated situation back 
there. There w

as a civil w
ar in Iraq and due 

to m
y background and m

y husband’s, w
e 

w
ere subject to persecution and threats by 

different parties”.

(S
hakeeb) “I left India in search of m

ore 
experience and because I w

anted to get 
m

ore exposure in m
y job; I w

anted to learn 
about different cuisine and I had alw

ays 
heard about Europe; that there’s m

ore w
ork 

and better w
orking environm

ents, m
ore job 

security and that people are m
ore accepting 

of people from
 other parts of the w

orld”.

(A
lain) “I left C

ongo because of political 
problem

s. In our country especially things 
are not going w

ell; people are starving 
every day, students are not going to school, 
there’s no freedom

, you can’t even express 
yourself and I thought that if I w

ent back 
to that country I w

ould die, or m
aybe be 

persecuted”.

(Ines) “M
y nam

e is Ines, I com
e from

 
P

ortugal, and I cam
e to the U

K
 because 

of w
ork. A

t the tim
e it w

as not as bad as 
it is now

, but I still couldn’t find any sort of 
w

ork for tw
o years. For som

e tim
e I w

as 
doing tem

porary jobs and these started 
to becom

e few
er and few

er until I had 
nothing”.

(P
riyanga) “I cam

e here sim
ply for a better 

life. M
y parents and I, w

e left S
ri Lanka 

w
hen I w

as tw
elve years old, and w

e had 
to flee the country because civil w

ar had 
broken loose, and the lives of both m

y 
parents w

ere in danger. W
hen w

e cam
e to 

the U
K

 it w
as the year 2000 and several 

locations – asylum
 applications – w

ere 
originally rejected and w

e had to keep 
putting in fresh claim

s”.

“W
hat is it that w

ould m
ake you leave your 

ow
n hom

e, w
hat is it that w

ould m
ake you 

leave everything you have, all your friends, 
all your fam

ily, everything that you ow
n and 

go to a different country?”


